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Our plan to
protect Ontario
IS building new
pipelines

As Canada stares down economic uncertainty, we're ready with
a plan to protect Ontario. We're building to bring opportunity,
good jobs and growth home to our province.

That's how we protect Ontario.

PROTECT
ONTARIO

ontario.ca/ProtectOntario O t -
Paid for by the Government of Ontario n a r I 0




BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The County of Simcoe has opened appli-
cations for its 2026 Age-Friendly Seniors’
Housing Grant.

Applications could be submitted as of
March 1, 2026.

The program is in its ninth year and pro-
vides $500,000 in annual funding to support
seniors remaining independent, safe, and
connected within their communities.

The grant is a cornerstone of the County’s
Positive Aging Strategy. The strategy sup-
ports homeowners and landlords across the
region in making accessible, adaptable, and
inclusive upgrades for residents aged 60 and
older.

Projects range from mobility-friendly ren-
ovations to adaptable living spaces and inclu-
sive design features. These help older adults
remain independent and safely at home for as
long as possible.

In 2025, the County approved 93 applica-
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County launches 2026 Age-Friendly Housing Grant programs

tions.

“Supporting our aging population is one
of the County’s most important respon-
sibilities,” Said Simcoe County Warden
Basil Clarke. “We are grateful that the Age-
Friendly Seniors housing Grant continues
to make a meaningful difference by helping
older adults remain safe, independent, and
connected in the homes and communities
they love.”

To be eligible for the grant, projects must
be located within the 16 municipalities of the

County of Simcoe (excluding the cities of
Barrie and Orillia). Applicants must be home-
owners of principal residences or landlords
renting to individuals age 60 and over.

Applicants cannot have received an Age-
Friendly Seniors Housing Grant in the past
three years or any other county capital fund-
ing for the same project.

Applications opened March 1, 2026, and
will close on May 31, 2026.

For full program details and application
forms, visit online at simcoe.ca/age-friendly.

Tools in the Trade Boot Camp educates participants on career opportunities across Ontario

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Town of New Tecumseth and Sup-
port Ontario Youth hosted a Tools in the
Trade Skilled Trades Boot Camp at the town
administration centre on Thursday, March 5,
introducing attendees to opportunities in the
trades.

Ontario is currently experiencing a short-
age of skilled workers in the trades, and boot
camps offer people a chance to see the job
opportunities available to those trained in a

particular vocation.

These boot camps are held at locations
around the province. The camp in Alliston
featured an introduction to HVAC, electrical,
and Industrial Millwright trades with hands-
on training, skills assessments, and direct
engagement with employers and licensed
journeypersons.

The event was supported by Honda of Can-
ada Manufacturing and reflects the Town of
New Tecumseth’s commitment to workforce
development and skilled trades training.

Several local companies helped by showing

:
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TRYING OUT THE TRADES — New Tecumseth Mayor Richard Norcross meets with Stephanie
Cabai and Meggan Winsley during the Tools in the Trade Boot Camp held at the New Tecumseth
Administration Centre on Thursday, Mar. 5. Hosted by the Town and Support Ontario Youth, the
boot camp introduced people to opportunities in the skilled trades in Ontario. Stephanie and

participants how to wire electrical systems,
work on HVAC systems, and use journeyper-
son tools.

The military sent representatives from both
CFB Borden and HMCS York, Royal Cana-
dian Navy Reserve, in Toronto.

“We do boot camps in six different trades.
Today we have three trades — HVAC, elec-
trical, and millwright,” explained Melanie
Winter, executive director of Support Ontario
Youth. “We give participants a starter tool kit
so they are going to go home with the tools
that if they went out on a job tomorrow, they
would have a good start for tools they might
use every day as well as a start to some skill
sets. We have other programs we do with high
schools.”

The boot camp was capped at 55 people,
allowing all attendees to receive proper train-
ing, and a full complement of applicants
showed up to learn about the trades.

Anyone entering an apprenticeship program
will receive on-the-job training from expe-
rienced professionals in that trade and learn
the job through experience over several years

before becoming fully certified or licensed.

“We have around 20 partners here today,”
Winter explained during the Tools in the
Trade Skilled Trades Boot Camp. “We have
employers and other community partners.
That includes community partners that can
help with up-skilling for people who need to
improve their math, literacy skills, or digital
literacy.”

She added, “We run additional program-
ming, so after today, everyone who is a par-
ticipant here will have access to additional
programming. We offer self-directed learning
through an online learning management sys-
tem as well as online coaching, resumé writ-
ing, and interview preparation, so that when
they show up to a job interview, they are pre-
pared and have a resumé.”

Participants at the event responded enthusi-
astically when given the opportunity to expe-
rience hands-on work with electrical compo-
nents, HVAC units, and millwright tools.

The boot camps are designed to spark peo-
ple’s interest in the trades and, hopefully, steer
them toward a rewarding career.

_ It’s not just a home -
it’s a lifestyle!

38 Bella Vista
3 Trail

Meggan were busy working on and learning about electrical work.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Don’t Leave Healthy

Offered at
$719,000

Looking for a cute bungalow in Briar Hill — welcome
home to 38 Bella Vista Trail. This well maintained
bungalow offers you ‘main floor living’ — a wonderful,

== B spacious primary bedroom with walk in closet and 4
piece ensuite, and a main floor laundry room! The bright kitchen includes an eat in area over-
looking the front garden, the nicely appointed living and dining rooms offer wonderful spaces to
relax quietly or entertain friends and family. There is a walk out from the living room to the deck

Teeth to Luck, Make an
Appointment with the
Professionals Today!

EVERYONE is Eligible for the Canadian Dental Care Plan!
Call the CDCP at 1-833-537-4342 TODAY to sign up!

New

Paﬂﬁ:,‘;?/s CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN covers
avrveelat‘: ome. EXAMS AND X RAYS ¢ 1 CLEANING A YEAR + FILLINGS + EXTRACTIONS

ROOT CANALS & OTHER BASIC DENTAL NEEDS
Don’t assume you don’t qualify, call them and find out!

905-729-7272

Dr. Rosanna Porretta and Associates
29 Main St. W.
Beeton, ON LOG 1A0

www.beetonfamilydentist.com

Book today!

éeefcn FAMILY

<Y "DENTAL
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— complete with a gas BBQ connection and an awning. Downstairs you will find a wonderful
family room with another fireplace, a generous guest bedroom, another 3 piece bath and
another space for a home office, or a hobby room. This home also offers lots of storage space
for extra treasures. And then, there’s the lifestyle—located in sought-after Briar Hill, you'll enjoy
access to 36 holes of championship golf, two scenic nature trails, and a 16,000 sq. ft. Commu-
nity Center filled with activities, events, and opportunities to connect.

Welcome to Briar Hill—where it's not just a home...it's a lifestyle.

Wendy Small

It's the @M things that make the difference

Sales Representative
wendysmall@royallepage.ca
www.wendysmall.com
Direct line 905-724-0717
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Editorial, Letters & Opinion

“The window to the world can be covered by a newspaper.”
~ Stanislaw Jerzy Lec

The Olympics

| used to love watching the Olympics.

Other than Wide World of Sports, which
used to air sometime around 4 p.m. on
Saturday afternoons, it was the only time
you could watch events like ski jumping,
bobsledding, the luge, and downhill skiing.

As a kid, | was fascinated by the ski
jumpers who rode down a perilous track to
the end of the jump before flying through
the air, and finishing like they were taking a
walk in the park.

I'm sure the reality of it was that the
jumpers are probably pretty nervous
before every jump, because after all, there
is an inherent risk of injury in that sport.

However, for a spectator, it was a great
sport to watch — even if I've never seen it
live.

The winter sports are different. It's not
like there are minor bobsled leagues or
a local luge track, and there aren’t many
places you can visit the local ski jump hill
and sign up for lessons.

For the Summer Olympics, | pretty much
liked watching all the sports.

| have always thought that the running
events are the purest form of sport. You
don’t have a puck or ball to handle, you're
not throwing anything, and you don’t have
teammates.

Commonwealth, common goals

Much has been said in recent weeks
about Canada’s place in the world.

Actually, Canada’s place in the world,
and just what exactly that entails, has
been a point of discussion, debate, and,
yes, contention, since the very establish-
ment of this country by Confederation in
1867.

While we Canadians, | believe, gener-
ally have a strong sense of self at the indi-
vidual level, that’s not always the case in
the broader picture, and we're reminded
of this from time to time.

Prior to the outbreak of the present war
in Iran, one of the most potent immediate
reasons for considering Canadian iden-
tity and this country’s place in the world
was the ongoing economic and philo-
sophical conflict with the United States,
once one of our most trusted allies.

The question of what it means to
be Canadian in a global context was
posed well beyond Canada earlier this
year when Prime Minister Mark Carney
delivered his now-famous speech at the
World Economic Forum in Davos, Swit-
zerland, where he called on middle pow-
ers like Canada to find strength in com-
mon ground.

During a running race, it's all on the
competitor. All that training, all that coach-
ing, and all those diets they follow to keep
them healthy comes down to one person,
on their own.

Either you run faster than the other per-
son, or you don’t.

The Olympics are all about finishing
first. No one ever remembers who won the
bronze medal.

Guys like Mark Spitz, the American
swimmer who won an incredible seven
gold medals at the Summer Olympics
in Munich in 1972, returned home as a
national hero.

Canada has hosted the Olympic Games
three times - the 1976 Summer Games in
Montreal, the 1988 Winter Games in Cal-
gary, and the 2010 Winter Games in Van-
couver.

Hosting the Olympic Games is a huge
challenge for the host city. You either have
the venues, or you have to build them.

You need appropriate stadiums for track
and field and team sports. You need Olym-
pic-style pools, an equestrian park, and
other outdoor venues for various sports.

For the winter games, obviously, you
have to be in a region that has both moun-
tains and snow. If you don’t have a bob-

“We are in the midst of a rupture, not
a transition,” said Carney on the inter-
national rules-based order. “Over the
past two decades, a series of crises in
finance, health, energy and geopolitics
have laid bare the risks of extreme global
integration. But more recently, great pow-
ers have begun using economic integra-
tion as a weapon, tariffs as leverage,
financial infrastructure as a form of coer-
cion, and supply chains as vulnerabilities
to be exploited.

“The multilateral institutions on which
middle powers have relied — the WTO,
the UN, the COP — the very architecture
of collective problem solving, are under
threat. And as a result, many countries
are drawing the same conclusions: that
they must develop greater strategic
autonomy: in energy, food, critical min-
erals, in finance and supply chains. And
this impulse is understandable. A coun-
try that cannot feed itself, fuel itself, or
defend itself has few options. When the
rules no longer protect you, you must
protect yourself. But let’s be clear-eyed
about where this leads: a world of for-
tresses will be poorer, more fragile and
less sustainable....

FROM THE SECOND ROW

sled run, you will have to build one.

You have to have a place for the Olym-
pians to stay, so now you have to build a
small city to accommodate several thou-
sand people from a lot of different coun-
tries, and that’s just for the competitors.

On top of that, you will have to accommo-
date thousands of officials and everyone
involved in running the Olympic Games.
And of course, visitors to the games will
also need a place to stay.

It's a logistical nightmare, but they man-
age to pull it off.

It seems to be a prestigious thing to host
the Olympic Games, but what does it all
really mean?

A check of many former Olympic sites
shows that many of them have simply
been left to fall into ruin.

The Montreal Olympic Games were a
notorious financial disaster. No cities ever
seem to come out ahead after hosting the
Olympic Games.

Maybe it's time to build permanent ven-
ues rather than allow the notoriously cor-
rupt International Olympic Committee to
play its political games and select a new
city every four years.

Just build an Olympic venue with all
the needed athletic stadiums, pools, and

“‘Middle powers must act together
because if we're not at the table, we're
on the menu. But I'd also say that great
powers can afford, for now, to go it alone.
They have the market size, the military
capacity and the leverage to dictate
terms. Middle powers do not. But when
we only negotiate bilaterally with a hege-
mon, we negotiate from weakness. We
accept what’s offered. We compete with
each other to be the most accommodat-
ing. This is not sovereignty. It’s the per-
formance of sovereignty while accepting
subordination. In a world of great power
rivalry, the countries in between have
a choice: compete with each other for
favour or to combine to create a third
path with impact. We shouldn’t allow the
rise of hard power to blind us to the fact
that the power of legitimacy, integrity and
rules will remain strong — if we choose to
wield them together.”

Underscoring this point, the Prime
Minister said, “We know the old order is
not coming back. We shouldn’t mourn it.
Nostalgia is not a strategy.”

Nostalgia for our previous relationship
with the United States is certainly not a
strategy, | think we can all agree, but are

BRIAN LOCKHART

equestrian parks, and
an Olympic village to
host the athletes. If
every country partici-
pating in the Olympic
Games contributes to the venue’s mainte-
nance, it wouldn’t cost very much to keep
it alive.

The athletes go to the Olympics to com-
pete. Why would they care which city the
games are held in?

For the Winter Olympics, find a suitable
mountainous area with abundant snow.
Having a permanent Olympic site would
greatly benefit the town or city where it is
built through jobs and tourism.

Between Olympic Games, the ven-
ues could host other world-class sporting
events.

A permanent venue would also elimi-
nate all the political crap that goes into
selecting a city and the cost of putting a
bid together in the first place.

Every other sport on the planet has
a permanent home. You don't see the
Toronto Maple Leafs announcing they will
be playing home games in Kingston this
year.

If you build a permanent Olympic Games
venue, they will come.

BROCK WEIR
BROCK'S BANTER
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Monday was Com-
monwealth Day, an
annual celebration held in the United
Kingdom and in many parts of the world
on the second Monday in March to cel-
ebrate the heritage, close bonds, and
shared visions for the future of the more
than 50 member states, most of which,
but not all, have roots within the former
British Empire.

It's a day that hardly causes a ripple
in Canada, yet one that should be given
much more significance.

Some might see this collection of mem-
ber states that is the Commonwealth —
several of which are considered “middle
powers” — as, at best, an exercise in nos-
talgia for what once was (and, in many
respects, what was once... well, was far
from great), but it doesn’t need to be. It's
a global platform to share ideas and look
to the future in conversations that aren’t
dominated by geopolitical behemoths.

there also opportuni-
ties in what so many
consider to be nos-
talgia?

Continued on Page 15
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Changing partners

The Trump/Netanyahu war in the Middle East will not
spread any further, and nothing going on there threat-
ens our collective existence. The only countries that
have nukes in the Middle East are Israel and the United
States. Iran has none now and has never even been
close to having them.

Mountains of lies have been told about this by inter-
ested parties over the years, but every intelligence
agency on the planet (including the American ones)
knows that the Iranian regime never even took a deci-
sion to try for nukes.

After Trump tore up a perfectly functional treaty con-
trolling Iran’s nuclear activities in 2018, Tehran did grad-
ually increase uranium enrichment to try to force the
United States back into the treaty, which was very stu-
pid because it gave the US and Israel a stick to beat it
with. However, Iran announced full details of every step
up and never went higher than 60 per cent.

Enough about that. All the pretexts that have been
advanced by Trump and Netanyahu to justify the sec-

ond illegal attack on Iran in less than a year are patently
false. They should be rejected not because the Iranian
regime deserves to survive (it doesn’t), but because
they do such harm to the international law that we all
depend on to prevent great wars.

The more important question is whether the Long
Peace of the past eighty years is over.

Perhaps the impression that illegal wars are surging
is just an optical illusion created by a single powerful
individual who is having a run of flashy but inconse-
quential military victories. However, the historical pat-
tern does show long periods of relative peace punctu-
ated by shorter periods of very high military activity.

The first Long Peace of the modern period came after
25 years of the French Revolutionary and Napoleonic
Wars (1792-1815). The constant wars had involved all
the great powers of the time and killed around 4 million
people in a world with only one-eighth of today’s popu-
lation, so everybody was ready for a rest.

During the next hundred years (1815-1914) there
were a number of shorter
wars that involved two or even
three of the six great powers,
especially around the mid-
point when Italy and Germany
fought unification wars. How-
ever, there were no long wars
in which all the great powers
fought each other in two huge
rival alliances.

That phase of the cycle
returned in the two ‘world wars’
of 1914-1918 and 1939-1945,
better seen as a protracted
thirty-year war in which almost
identical alliances embracing
all the great powers fought
each other twice.

The death toll was at least
fifty million that time, and
by 1945 most of the big cit-
ies of Europe and Asia were
smashed flat. Two of those cit-
ies were destroyed by nuclear
weapons. But then we were

LaMohtagneArt-com granted another Long Peace:
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eighty years from 1945 to now
during which no two great powers
have fought each other directly.

Historians can find specific eco-
nomic or ideological causes for all these wars, but there
is clearly also something bigger driving this cycle. |
don’t know what it is, but | do know that one sign that a
Long Peace is ending is a rapid switching of alliances.
That is happening now.

Consider the NATO countries in Europe, which have
realised that the United States is no longer their ally. As
they consider the options for a downsized Europeans-
only NATO, their greatest need is a credible indepen-
dent nuclear deterrent to replace the old US guarantee.

The only nuclear weapons in the European Union
belong to France, so could French nukes protect all the
members of NATO 2.0? France’s President Emmanuel
Macron thinks so, and eight other European countries
— the UK, Germany, Poland, the Netherlands, Belgium,
Greece, Sweden and Denmark — have agreed to a new
“advanced deterrence” strategy.

France will build more nuclear warheads (current total
300), and its ‘Strategic Air Forces’ will be “spread out
across the depth of the European continent... and thus
complicate the calculations of our adversaries.” Entirely
rational, but it is a kind of nuclear proliferation.

If we are heading into a world of changed alliances
and more wars, then the natural partner for a post-
NATO Europe is China, an authoritarian state but one
that still defends the international rule of law.

Such an alliance (or just an alignment) would also
be attractive to many
developing countries,
because it could pro-
vide some protection
from predatory regional

powers like Russia and MGUIRE
the United States (if FENCING
they continue on their LIMITED
present courses). But a :

far preferable alterna- - All Stﬁ'les of Fencing
tive would be to climp | °Installed & Repaired

o We Also Paint Fences

705-435-2770

www.mcguirefencing.com
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into the time machine,
go back to 2020, and
reset (without Covid, of
course).

No ome bas mone self-conflidence than the person whs does a crosswond puazle with a pen

CLUES ACROSS
1. Blockchain-based
entity
4. A woolen cap of
Scottish origin
7. Painted with glue
12. Legendary crooner
15. Structure made with
strips of wood
16. Tropical fruits
18. Commercial
19. Comedienne
Gasteyer
20. The Ocean State
21. Ancient Scot
24. Basics
27. Stated propositions
30. Scottish island
group
31. Expression of
annoyance
33. Large tree
34. Engine additive
35. Conspiracy
37. Drunkard

39. Someone who is

Puzzle No. 263210 * Solution in Classifieds

morally reprehensible

41. Ancient Syrian city

42. Mild yellow Dutch
cheese made in balls
44. Carry (slang)

47. Sweet potato

48. European river
49. The Golden State
50. Windy City
ballplayer

52. New Testament
53. Possess spiritually
56. A treeless grassy
plain

61. Popular historical
novel

63. In a law-abiding
way

64. A place to sleep
65. Criticize
CLUES DOWN

1. Impression in a
surface

2. Computer language

3. Relating to the ear

4. Occupant

5. Member of Great
Plains people

6. Social media firm

7. Digital audiotape

8. Midway between
east and southeast

9. Chronic, progressive
disease

10. Chinese lute

11. Not wet

12. Moves wings up
and down

13. Communication
devices

14. Swiss river

17. Female sibling

22. Receive

23. Relating to a type
24. General’s assistant
(abbr.)

25. Steep bank

26. Taxi driver

28. Moves into without
difficulty

29. Bicycle

manufacturer

32. Traditional
rhythmic pattern

36. Fugitives are on it
38. Bitter-tasting
organic substance

40. Die

43. Matched

44. Literary genre __-fi
45. Cannot

46. Pounded

51. British rock group
54. Debt relief order
55.2006 NL Cy Young
winner

56. Green vegetable
57. Tough outer skin
of fruit

58.__ Spumante
(Italian wine)

59. Ailments

60. Famed singer
Charles

62. Camper
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COMMUNITY VOICE

Monthly Message: CONTACT Community Services shares Amanda’s story

Often, when a community member comes
to CONTACT for support, the request is
multi-layered. A request for more affordable
housing options may lead to the need for a
better-paying job and the appropriate attire
for a job interview. In moments like these,
the unwavering support of a cohesive team
working in collaboration can alleviate a
highly stressful situation.

CONTACT recognizes that challenges
such as housing insecurity, unemployment,
and social isolation are deeply intercon-
nected. By offering coordinated services
under one roof, CONTACT reduces barriers
and creates clear pathways toward indepen-
dence, dignity, and community connection.

For close to 50 years, CONTACT has
been providing these wraparound services
in our community. CONTACT’s Clothes
Line stores, Housing supports and Employ-
ment services, as well as our free Seniors
programming, work closely together to pro-
vide creative solutions to assist people with
critical needs. In 2024, CONTACT opened
our first 24/7 supportive rapid rehousing pro-
gram, taking a holistic approach to providing
a full suite of supports to unhoused seniors,
creating opportunities for them to rebuild
and thrive.

Working together as ateam is CONTACT s

4% CONTACT

Community Services

greatest strength. Our ‘one-stop shopping’
model helps families and individuals access
many of the services they need to improve
their lives and those of their families.

An individual who comes to CONTACT
to find affordable housing may also need to
find a better-paying job and may need ap-
propriate clothing for job interviews through
our Clothes Line stores. These services are
provided through a dignity-driven model
that supports our clients with compassion.
We cover all the bases toward success.

Our employee-driven Diversity, Equity
and Inclusion committee is a driving force
in our organization, ensuring everyone in
our community receives compassionate care
so they can work toward a brighter, more
stable future. ‘A place where everyone mat-
ters’ is written above the entrance doors at
our Clothes Line store in Alliston. That alone
symbolizes our inclusive and supportive
mission.

An example of CONTACT’s wrap-
around, supportive services is illustrated in
Amanda’s story. Amanda is a single mother

of three children who was facing signifi-
cant barriers to securing stable, affordable
housing. Despite being qualified and eager
to work, she had struggled to find suitable
daycare support, which, combined with the
challenge of managing her family on a lim-
ited income, had made it difficult for her to
secure employment.

Amanda received crucial wraparound
support from CONTACT, including finan-
cial assistance for childcare, which enabled
her to dedicate time and attention to her job
search and find employment to stabilize her
income. Our employment team then worked
closely with our housing department to help
Amanda find stable, affordable housing, pro-
viding a foundation for her family’s future.

Amanda frequently says that without
CONTACT’s support, she wouldn’t have
made it through those challenging times.
Thanks to the help she has received, Amanda
and her family are now safely housed, inde-
pendent and on the path to stability and re-
newal.

There are more mothers, fathers and fami-
lies in our community that need our assis-
tance. Now more than ever, the need for
these supports is critical. Affordable housing
is scarce, grocery prices are skyrocketing,
and families are making tough decisions to

keep their families safe and secure. Requests
for basic needs are on the rise. These may in-
clude transportation for a local senior to get
to a doctor’s appointment, assistance finding
a job to support their family, more affordable
housing options and clothing and house-
wares to set up a new space. The requests
are endless, and the need for support is vital.
Everyone has their own story.

Through our Hope Chest fund, driven by
community donations, CONTACT has been
better able to provide urgent, unique sup-
ports in these stressful times that otherwise
wouldn’t be available through other funding
models. CONTACT needs support from our
community to effectively continue providing
comprehensive wraparound services to our
neighbours. This support will help individu-
als and families achieve long term stability
through integrated housing, employment,
access to essentials, and seniors’ inclusive
programming.

Please consider making a donation to our
Hope Chest fund through our website, www.
contactcommunityservices.ca/donate-now/
or by e-transfer to donations@contactcom-
munityservices.ca.

Together, we can build a strong, stable and
thriving community where everyone mat-
ters.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU

Passionate about an issue you've read about within the pages of the New Tecumseth Times?
Want to share your opinion? Email us a letter to the editor to: newtectimeseditorial@gmail.com.
Be sure to include your name and town.

unforgettable setting.

ON 35’ TO 50’ LOTS

Discover the rare new home opportunity of Muskoka Forest in Huntsville.
This will be the preferred choice for very affordable, well featured,
spacious bungalows and two storey homes. You will love the large wooded

green space centerpiece of this exceptional community. Huntsville is

forests. This popular town offers world-renowned amenities all set in an

ALL BRICK BUNGALOW & 2 STOREY DESIGNS

situated amidst a backdrop of hundreds of sparkling freshwater lakes and

Register Now - mymuskokaforest.ca

MUSKOKA

FOREST




BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Ontario Premier Doug Ford, along with
local dignitaries and mayors of towns in
the region, arrived at Stevenson Memorial
Hospital in Alliston on Monday, March 9,
to officially break ground for the hospital’s
redevelopment project.

The project is part of the government’s
plan to invest nearly $60 billion in more than
50 major hospital projects across the prov-
ince over the next ten years.

The government support of $175 million
marks a major milestone in the project.

“With more inpatient beds, expanded diag-
nostic and surgical services and an emer-
gency department triple the size of the cur-
rent one, the new Stevenson Memorial Hos-
pital will connect more patients and families
across Simcoe to convenient, world-class
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Premier Ford visits local hospital to launch redevelopment project

health care,” said Premier Doug
Ford. “Our government will con-
tinue to deliver on our historic hos-
pital and primary care expansions,
so families have reliable access to
quality health-care services, no mat-
ter where they live.”

The redevelopment of Stevenson
Memorial Hospital will be com-
pleted by 2028 and include new
and expanded acute care areas, the
construction of a new, three-storey
building that will more than double
the size of the hospital, to approxi-
mately 147,100 square feet, as well
as an increase in inpatient bed capac-
ity by 20 per cent, providing more
access to care to the community.

“With this investment, our govern-
ment is protecting Ontario’s health-
care system and ensuring that more people

1 Standard §
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FORD VISITS - New Tecumseth Mayor Richard Norcross (left) shakes
hands with Ontario Premier Doug Ford at Stevenson Memorial Hospi-
tal on March 9. The premier visited the local hospital to participate in
a groundbreaking ceremony, launching its redevelopment project. The
provincial government has dedicated $175 million toward the redevel-
BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

opment.

in New Tecumseth
and across Simcoe
County can connect
to convenient care,
where and when they
need it,” said Syl-
via Jones, Deputy
Premier and Minis-
ter of Health. “This
investment is another
example of how we
are investing in the
health-care needs
of communities, to
deliver the highest
standard of care for
generations to come.”

Work has already
started on the hospi-
tal grounds, includ-
ing a new helipad at

Future Home of an Expanded
Stevenson Memorial

SHOVELS IN GROUND - A large group of representatives from Stevenson Memorial Hospital and the
provincial government gathered outside of the hospital on Monday, March 9, to break ground on its re-
development.

the southeast corner. The new emergency
department will be triple the size of the cur-
rent department and will include expanded
diagnostic and surgical services, as well as a
brand-new birthing suite.

“This announcement represents far more
than the start of construction. It reflects
years of dedication from hospital leader-
ship, foundation supporters, municipal and
provincial partners and the many donors
and community members who believed in
the future of Stevenson Memorial Hospital.
Together, their commitment has brought us
to this moment,” said Brian Saunderson,
MPP for Simcoe-Grey. “This new hospital
will strengthen health care for New Tecums-
eth and the surrounding region, ensuring
that patients and families receive care in a
modern facility designed to meet the needs
of a growing community for generations to
come.”

The Stevenson Memorial Hospital Foun-

S

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

dation has worked very hard over several
years to raise funds for the hospital redevel-
opment through its ‘Because of You’ cam-
paign.

“We all know that a hospital is much more
than a building, it is the life saving technol-
ogy inside it,” said Sylvia Biffis, Chair of the
SMHF Campaign Cabinet. “It is the com-
passion and the expertise of the entire team
of world-class professionals who operate it
— from the physicians and the nurses to the
technicians, and the administrative and sup-
portive staff, and our incredible volunteers.
The shovels going into the ground today,
are moving earth, but let us be clear, it is the
people of New Tecumseth and South Simcoe
who are moving mountains. Through your
generosity, you are ensuring that families
will not have to travel out of the region dur-
ing their most vulnerable moments.”

The hospital redevelopment project is
expected to be completed by 2028.
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BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you are looking for something to keep
the kids busy during March Break, the Sim-
coe County Museum has some fun activities
planned for the week.

ocal Fvents

Simcoe County Museum plans fun activities for March Break week

The Youseum temporary exhibit places you
in the curator’s seat. This hands-on experience
lets visitors of all ages discover what it’s like
to design and build their very own museum
exhibit. There are other opportunities to cre-
ate, experiment, and innovate with hands-on
challenges. You can build the longest marble

run you can imagine, launch a paper airplane
to sky-high heights, and put your egg to the
test in the ultimate splat-proof challenge.

In the B.I.G. Zone, you can jump into a vari-
ety of Big Interactive Games set up through-
out the Gallery for some oversized fun.

These fun events will be at the Museum

from Saturday, Mar. 14 to Sunday, Mar. 22,
2026.

Regular admission is $8 for adults, $6 for
seniors, $6 for youth, $4 for children, and free
for pre-schoolers and Museum Members.

The Simcoe County Museum is located at
1151 ON-26, in Minesing.

Blackhorse Village Players prepare for‘Old Wives Tales, marriage focused production

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Marriage — what is it good for?

Pre-wedding jitters, settling into married
life, and the end of an era are all explored in
the Blackhorse Village Players’ production of
Old Wives Tales, now on stage at the Mount
Wolfe Rd., and Highway 9 location.

Written by Kevin Riordan, produced by
Amanda Tessier and Jacquie Moore, and
directed by Jo-Anne Pulfer, this play examines
married life over the years for two women.

It is the 1980s in the back room of a church,
when a young woman, played by Lauren
Tiersma, wearing her wedding dress and only
minutes away from being married, suddenly
announces she wants to cancel the wedding.

Through tears and uncertainty, the young
woman states she is not sure the man she is
about to marry is really the right man for her.

In the role of her mother, Melanie Burgess
tries to convince her daughter that nothing is
perfect and that she is just experiencing the
same pre-wedding concerns everyone has.

Jacob Furmanov takes on three roles in
the production: priest, waiter, and lawyer. As

the priest, he visits the back room to find out
why the bride has not yet arrived, as several
hundred guests are waiting for the wedding to
start.

The young woman finally agrees to go
through with the wedding.

Fourteen years later, the two women meet
in a restaurant and discuss married life. The
young woman has now settled into the routine
of marriage and seems happy, though there
are bumps and surprises along the way.

Fast-forward to the 2010s, and the women
meet at a lawyer’s office where the mother,
now much older, wants to make her final
arrangements.

The daughter learns many things about her
mother as they discuss her mother’s wishes
when it comes to distributing her estate after
her death.

Old Wives Tales is a journey through sev-
eral decades of two lives that are different but
connected.

Many people are involved in putting this
production together. the team consists of
Stage Manager, Julie Kovach; Production
Assistant and Sound Tech, Norah Ruffalo;
Assistant Stage Manager, Braidan Green; Set

Big Brothers Big Sisters

OF DUFFERIN AND DISTRICT

MARE A

DIFFERENCE
BECOME A MENTOR

Become a Big Brother or Big Sister and help a child in
your community grow with confidence.

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Dufferin currently has 20
children waiting to be matched with a caring mentor.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE OR CONTACT US

www.bigbrothersbigsisters.ca/dufferin

(519) 941-6431

32 First St, Orangeville, ON L9W 2E1

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Design, Cheryl Phillips and Jo-Anne Pulfer;
Set Builders, Cheryl Phillips, Conor Phillips
and Tim McEchern; Set Painters, Jo-Anne
Pulfer and Laurie Laing; Props, Norah Ruf-
falo and Jo-Anne Pulfer with the company;
Costumes, Jo-Anne Pulfer and Amanda Tes-
sier; Hair and Makeup, the company; Light-
ing Designers, John Sellens and Rob Mather;
Light Tech, Julie Kovach; Sound Design,
Myles Stromm and Jo-Anne Pulfer.

Director Jo-Anne Pulfer would like to make
a special mention of teenage volunteer Norah
Ruffalo, who joined the theatre in Grade 9 and
has been doing a terrific job since. She plans
to continue with the theatre until she gradu-
ates.

Old Wives Tale is on the Blackhorse Vil-
lage Players stage through to March 22, 2026.

For ticket information, visit the theatre
website at www.blackhorsetheatre.ca

LATEST PLAY - It is an exploration of marriage through the years in the Blackhorse Village
Players’ production of Old Wives Tales, now on stage at the Mount Wolf Rd., and Highway 9
location. Lauren Tiersma, Melanie Burgess, and Jacob Furmanov star in this play that takes a
look at the ups and downs of marriage over several decades. BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

IF YOU NEED HELP ACCESSING
PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT
SERVICES, MY TEAM AND I CAN HELP.

ALLISTON CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
180 PARSONS ROAD, UNIT 28 _
ALLISTON, ONTARIO L9R IES Vi
(705) 435-4087

BRIAN.SAUNDERSON@PC.OLA.ORG

BRIAN

SAUNDERSON

MPP, Simcoe-Grey

Ontario




BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Government of Ontario, through the
Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network (OVIN),
has announced an investment of $17.5 million

The RTDS is supported by a $1 million
investment from OVIN, matched by almost
$1.1 million in industry investments, $1 mil-
lion from local government partners, and
more than $600,000 from post-secondary and
other non-profit partners, representing a total

of $3.7 million.

The RTDS, which is led by the County of
Simcoe in partnership with Invest Barrie and
the City of Orillia, delivers a comprehensive
suite of services through a strong network of
regional partners and assets.

to establish nine Regional Technology Devel-
opment Sites (RTDS) across the province.

The RTDS of Simcoe County, Barrie, and
Orillia has been launched as one of Ontar-
i0’s newest advanced automotive and smart
mobility innovation hubs.

G T
] B Y COUNTYOF “ :
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INNOVATION FUNDING - The Government of Ontario, through the Ontario Vehicle Innovation
Network (OVIN), has announced an investment of $17.5 million to establish nine Regional Tech-
nology Development Sites (RTDS) across the province. From left to right: Kevin Weaver, Presi-
dent and CEO of Georgian College; Alex Nuttall, Barrie Mayor; Geoffrey Campbell, Managing
Partner of Oro Station; Mona Eghanian, Deputy Head of OVIN; Basil Clarke, Warden of Simcoe
County; Raed Kadri, Head of OVIN; Hon. Doug Downey, Attorney General of Ontario and MPP
for Barrie-Springwater-Oro-Medonte; Dr. Langis Roy, Vice President of Research & Innovation
at Lakehead University; and Don Mclsaac, Orillia Mayor, gather during the announcement.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

VENDOR APPLICATIONS

ORANGEVILLE CITIZEN

HOLLYF

shopping experience

We’re decking the halls once again and inviting unique, passionate vendors to join
us in making HollyFest even more magical in its second year. After an incredible
inaugural event, we’re excited to welcome new businesses and continue growing
Orangeville Citizen’s signature holiday shopping experience.

If you're ready to showcase your products, connect with an engaged community, join a
festive tradition in the making, we'd love to have you at HollyFest and share in the magic!

Saturday, November 21, 2026 - 9am to 4pm; and
Sunday, November 22, 2026 - 10am to 3pm

Indoors at the Orangeville Fairgrounds,
247090 Side Rd 5, Mono —

orangevillehollyfest.ca

To apply to be a vendor at the show, scan the QR code, visit our
website or email shows@Ipcmedia.ca for a vendor application form.

Apply before June 1, 2026 and be eligible for early
acceptance on June 26.
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Province invests in establishing Regional Technology Development Sites

These partners include Georgian College,
Lakehead University, Oro Station Innovation
Park, Sandbox Centre, and Honda of Canada
Mfg.

The County of Simcoe and the Cities of
Barrie and Orillia are committed to exploring
access to municipally owned assets to support
SME testing and validation.

This includes roadways, transit buses,
autonomous snow removal equipment, round-
abouts, heavy machinery, and rail systems,
offering highly controlled, real-world envi-
ronments for product validation.

Simcoe County has a strong automotive
legacy, with roughly 9,000 motor vehicle and
parts manufacturing jobs and a growing auto-
motive cluster.

The RTDS builds on this foundation by
strengthening the region’s role in advanced
manufacturing, automotive innovation, and
smart mobility. It will drive job creation,
attract investment, and train the next genera-
tion of skilled talent while supporting Ontar-
i0’s goals for electrification and clean mobil-
ity. By connecting SMEs with worldclass test-
ing facilities, research expertise, and commer-
cialization support, the RTDS will help keep
Ontario a leading global hub for automotive

and mobility technology.

“Simcoe County has a strong and proud his-
tory in the automotive sector. The establish-
ment of the RTDS of Simcoe County, Barrie,
and Orillia represents a significant opportu-
nity to further strengthen our automotive sup-
ply chain, advance made-in-Simcoe County
technologies, and secure future automotive
investments,” said Simcoe County Warden,
Basil Clarke. “OVIN’s support is essential
as our region helps accelerate innovation and
fuel growth across Ontario’s automotive and
mobility ecosystem.”

The Ontario Vehicle Innovation Network is
an initiative of the Government of Ontario, led
by the Ontario Centre of Innovation (OCI),
designed to reinforce Ontario’s position as a
North American leader in advanced automo-
tive technology and smart mobility solutions,
including connected, autonomous, and elec-
tric and low-carbon vehicle technologies.

Through resources such as research and
development support, talent and skills devel-
opment, technology acceleration, business
and technical supports, and demonstra-
tion grounds, OVIN provides a competitive
advantage to Ontario-made automotive and
mobility technology companies.

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Are you interested in making a difference
in your community while having a positive
impact on health care?

The Stevenson Memorial Hospital is
seeking volunteers to join its Board of
Directors and Standing Committees.

This recruitment effort supports the

Stevenson Memorial Hospital Foundation looking for volunteers

Foundation’s ongoing ‘Because of YOU’
campaign and planning for Stevenson
Memorial Hospital’s redevelopment proj-
ect.

If you are interested in applying for a
volunteer position on the Board, email a
cover letter expressing your interest and a
resume to sjones@smhosp.on.ca.

The application deadline is Tuesday,
March 31, 2026.

for the residents of Alliston,
Beeton, and Tottenham in
Parliament

p

Scot

lower taxes, affordable
homes, responsible
immigration, and

safer communities

cutting through red tape
and resolving issues
with federal agencies
and departments

farmers, small
business owners,
seniors, workers,
and families

DAVIDSON

MP NEW TECUMSETH-GWILLIMBURY

scot.davidson@parl.gc.ca
scotdavidson.ca - 905-898-1600
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SEMI FINAL SUCCESS - The Alliston Hornets take on the Orillia Terriers in Game 1 of their best-of-seven semi-final playoff series at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre on Friday, March 6.

The Hornets won this game 7-1, then followed up with a 5-1 win in Game 2 of the series in Orillia on Sunday, March 8. The Hornets now lead the series 2-0.

BRIAN LOCKHART PHOTO

Alliston Hornets lead Orillia 2-0 in semi-final series

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Alliston Hornets have taken a 2-0
lead in their North Carruthers Division best-
of-seven semi-final series against the Orillia
Terriers.

This is a real grudge match for the Hor-
nets. Last season, the Terriers had an under-
dog win over the Hornets in the Division
championship.

Game 1 of the series got underway on the
Hornets” home ice at the New Tecumseth
Recreation Center on Friday, March 6.

It was a 3-0 Alliston game at the end of the

first period.

Hornets’ goals came from Nick Lamont,
Ben Smith, and Tristen Pitt.

Orillia got on the scoreboard at 7:20 into
the second period.

Lamont got his second of the game at
17:46 into the second period to give the
Alliston squad a 4-1 lead with one period
remaining.

The Hornets returned for the final period,
firing on all cylinders and scoring three
unanswered goals to win the game 7-1.

Third period Alliston goals came from
Gunner Kirk, Pitt, and Noah Prokopec.

Game 2 of the series was held in Orillia at

the West Orillia Sports Complex on Sunday,
March 8.

The Hornets again dominated the scor-
ing while stopping the Terriers from putting
much up on the scoreboard.

Alliston’s Lucas Bell scored the opener at
6:24 into the first period.

It was a 3-0 game midway in the second
frame on goals from Duncan Grube and
Gunner Kirk with an unassisted effort.

The Terriers scored their only goal of the
game with 1:29 left in the second period.

The Hornets capped off the night with
two goals from Nick Lamont and Cameron
Lamont for the 5-1 win.

Alliston forwards, Duncan Grube and
Gunner Kirk are at the top of the playoff
stats this season.

After six games, Grube has six goals
and eight assists for 14 points. Kirk is right
behind with eight goals, five assists, and 13
points after six games.

Game 3 of the best-of-seven series is
scheduled to take place at the New Tecums-
eth Recreation Complex on Friday, March
13, with a 7:30 p.m. start.

Game 4 will take place in Orillia on Satur-
day, March 13.

That game is scheduled to begin at 7:30
p.m.

Are you part of a sports team?

Are you an indivdual athlete?

Do you have an upcoming event or a recent accomplishment?
Share the details with us!

Email us at Nnewtectimeseditorial@gmail.com
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Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police
officers have charged two individuals with
impaired driving offences in two separate
incidents.

The arrests occurred following a traffic
complaint for a suspected impaired driver
and an officer’s observations while on rou-
tine patrol.

Shortly before 7 p.m., on Thursday, March
5, Nottawasaga OPP officers responded to a
call for service reporting a possible impaired
driver about to drive.
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Officers located the vehicle, conducted a
traffic stop, and began an impaired-driving
investigation.

As a result of the investigation, David
Tedesco, 49, of Adjala-Tosorontio, has been
charged with:

- Operation While Impaired — blood alco-
hol concentration (80 plus)

In a separate incident on Friday, March 6,
shortly before 12:30 a.m., an officer, while
on patrol in a residential neighbourhood,
observed a vehicle travelling at a high rate
of speed. A traffic stop was conducted, and
the officer detected a strong odour of alcohol
coming from the driver.

"

WE HAVE FINANCING THAT MAKES “CENTS” o

IT’S SO EASY YOU CAN DO IT YOURSELF. DROP IN TO SEE US TODAY AND LEARN MORE!

Traffic complaint and officer patrol lead to impaired charges

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

The officer began an impaired driving
investigation.

As a result of the investigation, Shelby
Watts, 26, of New Tecumseth, has been
charged with:

* Operation While Impaired — blood alco-
hol concentration (80 plus)

* Operation While Impaired — alcohol and
drugs

* Fail To Have Insurance Card

* Owner Operate a Motor Vehicle Without
Insurance

e Fail to Surrender Permit for Motor Vehi-
cle

* Driving Motor Vehicle with Open Con-

.
FIREPLACE
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> i
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tainer of Liquor

* No Mudguards

¢ Obstruct Plate

e Driver — Fail to Properly Wear Seat Belt

e Drive With Windshield Coated — view
obstructed

e Use Altered Plate

* Novice Drive — B.A.C above zero

* Operate Unsafe Vehicle

The accused parties were released on Form
10 Undertakings and are scheduled to attend
the Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford to
answer to the charges.

None of the charges have been proven in
court.

Three drivers charged with stunt driving over three days, topping at 143 km/h

Nottawasaga Ontario Provincial Police
(OPP) officers, while conducting speed
enforcement, have charged three individu-
als with stunt driving over the past three
days.

On Saturday, March 7, shortly after 11:30
p.m., an officer conducting speed enforce-
ment on Highway 89 east of Alliston stopped
a vehicle travelling at 143km/h in an 80 km/h
zone.

The driver was charged with:

* Drive Motor Vehicle - Perform stunt -
Excessive speed

* Speeding 143km/h in a posted 80km/h
zone

e Driver fail to surrender licence

¢ Fail to surrender insurance card

On Monday, March 9, shortly after 8
a.m., while conducting speed enforcement
on Mill Street in Angus, a Nottawasaga OPP
officer stopped two vehicles within an hour
for stunt driving, both travelling at exces-
sive speeds.

The first driver was stopped after travel-
ling at 116km/h in a posted 50km/h zone.

The driver was charged with:

e Drive Motor Vehicle - Perform stunt -
Excessive speed

e Speeding 116km/h in a posted 50km/h
zone

The second driver was stopped shortly
before 09:00 a.m., travelling 112km/h in a
50km/h zone.

The driver was charged with:

e Drive Motor Vehicle - Perform stunt -
Excessive speed

e Speeding 112km/h in a posted 50km/h
zone

All drivers received a 30-day licence sus-
pension, had their vehicles impounded for 14
days and have future court dates to answer to
the charges.

The OPP is reminding drivers that speed-
ing isn’t just breaking the law; it’s a leading
cause of preventable deaths on Ontario roads.

Even small increases above the limit dramati-
cally raise the risk of a driver losing control
or being involved in a serious collision.

Alliston man charged with uttering
threats against Ontario Premier Doug Ford

BY MARK PAVILONS

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) has
charged an individual in relation to a threat
made against the Premier of Ontario.

On Friday, Feb. 13, the OPP Protective
Services Section (PSS) began an investi-
gation into a threat made against Premier
Doug Ford. As a result of the investiga-
tion, Ramy Jamil Hanna, 20, of Alliston,
was arrested and charged with one count of
uttering threats to cause harm, under section
264.1 of the Criminal Code.

The accused was released from cus-
tody and is scheduled to appear before the
Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford on
Thursday, April 9.

Anyone with any information in rela-
tion to this investigation is asked to contact
the OPP at 1-888-310-1122. If you wish to
remain anonymous, you may contact Crime
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS) or
ontariocrimestoppers.ca.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

“Everyone has a right to feel safe. The
OPP takes matters involving threats seri-
ously, regardless of who experiences them,
and will fully investigate,” said Inspector
Anton Jelich, PSS.

As part of the Provincial Operations Intel-
ligence Bureau, PSS provides intelligence-
led, risk-informed protection for govern-
ment dignitaries in the province of Ontario.
PSS is responsible for the protection of the
Lieutenant Governor, Premier and members
of the Executive Council.

Rufus and Magic - the two most handsome and

playful guys. These 7 year old male cats are
great pals and would do great in a home
together. They love to greet people, play with
wand toys, and patrol the sanctuary. Magic
loves pets, and Rufus is learning too. They are
volunteer - favourites.

Both are neutered, microchipped, dewormed,
vaccinated, flea treated.

Adoption fee is $275 each or $400 for the pair.

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their forever
home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as we are not
funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you would like to
volunteer as well we are always appreciative.

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.

519-278-0707
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Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626
or email vicki@lpcmedia.ca

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-
MENTS OVER THE PHONE

406 VEHICLES WANTED 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED

WANTED

CAR COLLECTOR SEARCHING

I WANT YOU

Porsche 356/911/912,

Jaguar E-Type or XKE. Tell me what you have,
[ love old classics especially German, British and Muscle Cars.
Whether it’s been in the barn for 25 years, or your pride
and joy that is fully restored. I'll pay CASH.

OLD CAR!

Call David

416-802-9999

WE PAY CASH for
scrap vehicles - any
size. We also buy
construction and farm
equipment. Open 7
days a week. Call
905-859-0817 (Peter)

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT

Beeton 2 bedroom apart-
ment for rent. Central air,
in house laundry. Main St
above an office. $1700
month plus Hydro. Con-
tact 905-936-4216

201 APARTMENTS
FOR RENT 505 GENERAL HELP WANTED

Beautiful Walk-out
Basement Apartment
Spacious 1,300 sqg. ft.
apartment located in the
heart of King City. Fea-
tures include: One bed-
room, 3-piece bathroom,
In-unit washer and dryer.
Free parking for one car.
All utilities are included
(except Wi-Fi). Conve-
niently close to ameni-
ties, within walking dis-
tance to the GO Station,
and offers easy access
to Highway 400. Single
occupant. Rent: $1,800/
month. Call 289-383-

3121 for inquiries.

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

More

Classifieds
next page
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JC Landscaping Inc.

Part-Time DZ Driver -
Perfect for Semi-Retired

We are a professional landscape
construction company looking for a
reliable DZ driver for 2-3 days per
week.
v/ Flexible scheduling
v Steady weekly work
v Competitive hourly pay
Looking for someone dependable,
calm, and professional.

Call 905-936-9494, email
kimberly.siemens@jclandscaping.ca

NOW
HIRING

Cold Web Offset Printing

Positions available at MASTER WEB located
in Mississauga Ontario.

EXPERIENCED
Pressman/Presswoman
Wages starting at $26 - $35 per hour, Full Time
Permanent, Night shift, Benefits after 3 months

EXPERIENCED
Bindery Stitcher Operator
Wages starting at $24-$28 per hour,
Night shift, Part time, Benefit after 3 months

Please email resumes to:
antonina@masterwebinc.ca

Think you can sell?

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial
company looking for driven, enthusiastic sales representatives.
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:

e Sell advertising in our local community newspapers across
numerous regions for maximum growth

e Be part of an ever growing team, developing new verticals and
supplements for new revenue and income opportunities

EXPECTATIONS:

e Have a positive attitude
e Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
¢ Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:

e Sales Driven

® (Great Personal Skills

® Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be
willing to train the right candidate

® Works Well with Deadlines and Budgets

e Organized with an Intermediate Knowledge
of Microsoft Excel

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.

EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION:

Zach Shoub
416-803-9940
zach@Ipcmedia.ca

"| LONDON
*\ PUBLISHING corp.

= Y

601 ARTICLES WANTED

111 WANTED !!!

WE PAY FOR GOLF BALLS
Pay $0.15 to $0.40 per ball
Year Round! Pick-up Available
416-889-9365. Peter
NO MIN QTY OR NO MAX!!
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602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 602 ARTICLES FOR SALE

Ancient Scythian short sword, dating to
roughly 200 BC. A very nice, preserved
specimen at 22” long. With wood stand.
Scythian pommel swords (a variation of
akinakes), were characteristic of Scythian
and Sarmatian nomadic cultures in Eurasia.
Discovered in Ukraine. Professionally
cleaned and sealed with micro wax. A great,

rare collectible. Asking $1,200.
Y s

A beautiful, custom made pendant. Contains
a genuine silver Roman coin of Gordian Il
(AD 225-244). Solid 10 kt. gold frame and

large bail, with genuine .20 diamond of
above average cut and clarity. Measures just
over 1inch (3 cm.) in diameter and weighs

10 grams. Asking $1,800.
N\ 7

Email mpavilons@rogers.com Email mpavilons@rogers.com

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

HOME OF THE 5% BUYERS PREMIUM

{idd Family
Auctions 1o Kidd Family Auctions is calling all buyers and sellers!

Auctions Inc.

SOME AWESOME UPCOMING AUCTIONS!

MAR 19TH - 20TH - Coin & Currency Sale °
Features: A large assortment of coins incl. 1865-1888 CDN Newfoundland
Gold Eight Coin Set; 1988 RCM Calgary Olympic Winter Games $20

Silver Coin; 1962 CDN Silver Dollar; 1968 CDN 25 Cent Coins; 1918 CDN
Sovereign Gold Coin; RCM Double Dollar Proof Sets; RCM Mint Sets incl.
‘The End of the Second World War’ and ‘My Canada, My Inspiration’; Rolls
of 1981 RCM $1 Terry Fox Coins and 2004 RCM 25 Cent ‘Lest We Forget’
Coins; 1883-1921 U.S. Silver Morgan Dollar; $2-$10 CDN CCCS & BCS
Graded Banknotes; 1917-1988 $1-$100 CDN Banknotes; 1954 CDN $1-$20
Devil’s Face Banknote; 1935 CDN Bank of Commerce $5 Banknote; 1915-
1920 CDN Large Pennies; Ancient & International Coins; and so much more.

MAR 25-27TH - The Roger Hadfield Estate Auction
for Militaria and Firearms

APR 10TH - Antiques, Collectible and Quality Household ltems
APR 17TH - Canvas, Carvings and Keepsakes

APR 24TH - The Springtime Tool & Equipment Sale

MAY 1ST - The Locked & Loaded - Handgun Auction

MAY 8TH - May 8th - Got Stuff? Claim This Prime Date for Your Treasures.
MAY 15TH - Strike It Rich: The Coins & Currency Auction

MAY 26TH - 30TH - Straight Shooter Sale

NEWFOUNDLAND G0LD
L] o

Interested in absentee bids? Consigning in an upcoming sale?
Joining our Referral Rewards Program? Give us a call to get started.

Call, text or email anytime. Call: 519-288-2228 ¢ Text ONLY: 519-938-1315
Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com | www.KiddFamilyAuctions.com
438280 4th Line, Melancthon L9V 1S9 (North of Shelburne)

' DIA|O - TIA|M
A DI S|T|IEIM|P|E|R|E|D
Ke‘"n sco“ FIR|A|N|C|I ' ] . ] . | NIA|T|R|A
MCAI‘I““I‘ - Bessey Llalr|t]i|c PlA[PlAlY]AlS
b A|D AlN|A q R
A“ctlons Pli|c|T T|H|E E|S
s|oaly 0
s|T|P T
Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business ] ooy <
Auctions with experience & consideration | [s|c|u|L|E|P N| A
Please contact us at ClA cjus _ NIT
Kevin 519-942-0264 - Scott 519-843-5083 | (N[0 wlelL ]t (niAt RIS
. T|rR|IE|A|ls|u[r|E[I|s|L|A|N|D
mcarthurbessey@gmail.com olels|elr|v]alN|T|L]Y
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur BlE|D - DI |s
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ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER

The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred,
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00
p-m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-
MENTS OVER THE PHONE

602 ARTICLES FOR SALE 804 SERVICES

Trusted Tree Maintenance & Removal

Grass fed/finished Angus
freezer beef for sale. Sides,
quarters and bundles.

Valleybrook Farm
905-460-4662,
blackcow@sympatico.ca

SHERWOOD

— MAINTENANCE GROUP —

+ Aerial Pruning + Arborist Reports & Plans
+ Canopy Maintenance  * Tree & Shrub Appraisal
TREES * Planting & Fertilizing + Urban Tree Removal
+ Storm Risk Prevention  + Storm Debris Clean-Up

If Drinking Has Become
a Problem We Can Help

416-487-5591

SEASONED
FIREWOOD

Fully trained & insured with leading
techniques & equipment ”

: 647-400-6998 | 647-338-8733

647-237-5537 Or Call Toll Free in Ontario
1-877-404-5591 smgtrees@gmail.com www.smgtrees.com

Face Cord $170 ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS

Bush Cord $500 www.aatoronto.org
Smaller amounts also available. 804 SERVICES 808 STORAGE

We deliver.
1153 Canal Rd,

Bradford, ON L3Z 4E2 ALL JUNK N

REMOVAL

20 yard sea can con-

BASEMENTS ¢ YARDS

tainer for storage lo-
cated in Nobleton.
Safe location. For more
information, please call
905-859-0817

GARAGES * GENERAL CLEAN-UPS
SMALL MOVES * 0DD JOBS

@ (’//I(’l}l/(’/(/(//// /(//’(’(/
onNes (1 e )/)(1/(1///’6{/

IN MEMORIAMS
$40 + HST

Very Reasonable Rates
Call to enquire:
905-832-9655
or, text pictures to:

416-876-2219

Sniff Out a Great Dea

the Classifieds.

Shoppers with a nose for bargains head straight for
the Classifieds

In the Classifieds, you can track down deals on everything from cars to
canine companions. It’s easy to place an ad or find the items you want,
and it’s used by hundreds of area shoppers every day.

Go with your instincts and
use the Classifieds today!

Call 1-888-557-6626
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SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

129 :

+ HST WITH COUPON

* Pre-Spotting

+ Furniture Moving

+ Deodorizing

+ Colour Brightening

(Max. 150 sq ft.

Z0TCoO

I.OCAI.I.Y OWNED & OPERATED ‘- 20+ YEARS OF SATISFIED CUSTOMERS

, TF 1-844-755-30470R416-709-3129 |
o

fullsteamcarpetcare.com e fullsteamcarpet@gmail.com

SIDING | SOFFIT | FASCIA
EAVESTROUGH

40 Clferns of Expetience
416-889-0807

'05-770-2290 -

CHAIN LINK FENCE 1

i m. 4 & 5 HIGH BLACK CHAIN LINK, T
ALWAYS IN STOCK .

E“GE WOOD FENCE » WROUGHT IRON FENCE |

FARM FENCE « BOBCAT SERVICE
RESIDENTAL < FARM
COMMERCIAL

(705) 250-7711 * (416) 993-0711

DEMOLITIONS « SUBCONTRACTOR
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK/ .
ALLISTONFENCE > ]

HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES
* RESIDENTIAL
+ COMMERCIAL
* INDUSTRIAL
INSTALLATIONS
SERVICE e« DELIVERY

Carlmg Propane Inc

M= 24 HOUR SERVICE /.
. 866-952-0146 .:f:‘-

@_TL U_Hs""@

CARLING PROPANE INC.

Toll Free 1-866-952-0146 www.carlingpropane.ca

MORTGAGE —
BROKERS g
/ \
""" DOMINION LENDING I AD
DLC AIMI Collective Mortgage Group
FSRA #13717 Independently Owned and Operated \ l
CAROL FREEMAN N~ o
MORTGAGE BROKER
CELL: 519-938-6518 If you are
FAX: 519-925-6800 H H
cfreeman@dominionlending.ca readlng thI.S _ad’
211 Main St. E. Shelburne, ON our advertising
www.carolfreeman.ca works!

Michael Speck

MORTAGE AGENT LEVEL 1
M26000213

Michael@mortgageville.ca

905 586 1371
www.mortgageville.ca
FSRA 13693

M Mortgageville

Independently Owned and Operated

PAVING

" SPANO PAVING

Specialize in Asphalt Driveways,

spanopavingltd.com Parking Lots & Repairs

COMMERUCIAL ¢ INDUSTRIAL * RESIDENTIAL

O05-303-8503 ¢ 1-877-308-8503

QUALITY
WORKMANSHIP
AT AN
HONEST
PRICE

CAPSTONE
RENOVATIONS

www.capstonereno.com

FULLY INSURED - FINANCING AVAILABLE
Kitchens ¢ Bathrooms ¢ Basements
Flooring & Tile * Additions ¢ Decks

Gazebos ¢ Pergolas ® We do it all

RENOVATIONS

CARBONE
HOME RENOVATIONS

Windows & Doors « Drywall / Drywall Repair
Tile, Vinyl & Laminate Flooring « Basements
Full Bathroom Renovations « Fences & Decks

647-290-1779  647-281-9992

(GUARANTEED

ROOFING

The Local Roofing Experts That You Can Trust

* Family Owned & Operated for Over 30 Years
« Shingles, Flat Roofs, Repairs & More
¢ Fully Licensed and Insured

ASK ABOUT
.. ROOF REJUVENATION

NEW YEARTILE & BATH DEALS
Affordable « Reliable « Local

Tile installs & bathroom renos
© 416-881-2371
Email Luigi@ddesignsltd.com
BACKSPLASH PROMO starting @ $499+HST

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@QLPCMEDIA.CA

SAVE UPTO

85%
OVER THE COST
OF ANEW ROOF

Located in ng Townshlp since 1994
1-877-713-6837 | www.guaranteedroofing.ca

NEW
TECUMSETH
RECYCLES!
' o
/ \ Barrie Simcoe
TREE SERVICE
AD Michael Miehm -
Owner/Operator
\ , Free Estimates,
— Certified Arborist
Fully Insured
If you are Tree R_emoval, Trimming,
reacingthisad, | | g, o e
our advertising Commercial
works! (705) 321-3507
! Friendly & professional serivce
Serving.Simcoe County
TOADVERTISE CALL [l P
P ATE Yilme
919-278-1700 BN+ BLilmE=]




I's an organization that, in addition to
Canada and the United Kingdom, includes
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa,
and more, along with scores of emerging
nations and economies in the Caribbean
and Central America, many parts of Africa,
Asia, and the Oceanic states.

We might not all see the world in the same
way, but given our common roots, each
member of the Commonwealth has a bit of
a head start in understanding where each
other has come from, where each other is
headed — and in forging or renewing links,
that is often half the battle.

These links were not only demonstrated
at the start of the week at Westminster
Abbey as representatives from member

states joined the King and Queen, High
Commissioners from each member nation,
cultural representatives and more in a cav-
alcade in what brings this disparate group
of countries together, but also in Can-
berra, Australia, when the Prime Minister
of Canada made a rare speech before the
Australian Parliament — fresh off his visit to
another member state, India.

“For us, as two democracies in an age of
polarisation, as two dynamic trading nations
in a time of disrupted supply chains, and as
two middle powers in an era of strategic
competition, Australia and Canada must
seek and create new ways to stand with and
for each other,” said Australian Prime Min-
ister Anthony Albanese, welcoming Carney
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Brock’s Banter: Commonwealth, common goals

into Parliament. “For all the comfortable ties
of old affection, what makes the friendship
between Australia and Canada noteworthy
is what we do not share. We do not share
a border, a region, a hemisphere, or any
market smaller than the global one. Yet this
makes the connection between our coun-
tries more meaningful, not less, because
our cooperation, our partnership, is a posi-
tive choice, not a necessity....

“When we act together, we demonstrate
to our citizens that government is not a pas-
sive institution. It is an instrument for posi-
tive change. And what’s more, when we
send a message to all those nations that
look to us as equals, as peers, as neigh-
bours, and as leaders, that they too have a

choice, agency, and a part to play, because
peace, security, and prosperity are not the
preserve of the great powers alone. They
are our common cause and our collective
responsibility.”

Hopefully, this is the start of a new era
of understanding and cooperation between
a unique group of nations that have an
understanding of each other, face common
challenges, and can forge unique solutions
together.

Some might find the Commonwealth as
simply a nostalgic vestige of our history, but,
to my mind, it offers a significant opportu-
nity that has been all too often overlooked.

Here’s to our shared futures, if we take
advantage of them!

Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit reminds residents to be prepared for flooding

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

With the warmer temperatures and still a lot
of snow on the ground, rain combined with
rapid thaws increases the chance of localized
flooding.

The Simcoe Muskoka District Health Unit
is reminding residents to be vigilant, aware of
the risk of flooding, and to take steps to pro-
tect their health in the event of a flood.

You should be prepared before an emer-
gency happens.

Know the risks in your community and

SUPPORT
LOCAL
SMALL

BUSINESS

TREE SERVICES

Tree Removal e Trimming e Stump Grinding
Land Clearing o Storm Damage e 24 hr Emergency Services

519-938-6996

Support the Local Businesses

Who Help Support

Ouwe Conmuntly!

region by staying on top of information on the
municipality’s website. Make a plan so you
and your family know what to do, and include
a meeting place, emergency contacts, and
evacuation routes.

Stay tuned to TV, radio, and reliable sources
to determine if there is a flood risk.

Prepare your home for a possible evacu-
ation and gather essential items, including
cash, medications, important documents,
identification, and clothing.

If you have time, move valuable items out
of basements and lower levels. Keep your
vehicle fuelled and ready to go.

TREE SERVICES

Evacuate immediately if instructed to do so.

Prepare a 72-hour emergency kit with food,
water, a flashlight, a radio, extra batteries,
emergency numbers, non-perishable food,
and prescription medications.

Flooding can make food, water, and living
spaces unsafe. Follow updates and recom-
mendations from local authorities.

Flood water often contains bacteria, chemi-
cals and other contaminants. Drinking water
advisories are issued when water may be
unsafe to prevent water-borne illness.

Following basic water safety precautions is
essential for protecting you and your family’s

health.

Private wells are at an increased risk of
contamination during floods. Any well can
become unsafe.

If flood water has reached or covered your
well head, you should assume the water is not
safe to drink.

During these situations, it is important to
follow all drinking water advisories and rely
on safe water sources until your well has been
properly tested and confirmed to be safe.

By being prepared, you have a much better
chance of getting through a flood emergency
situation without risk to you or your family.

WINDOWS & EXTERIOR CLEANING

~ TREE SERVICE
CLEAN TREE REMOVAL & MORE

CALL or TEXT: (416) 820-4050
WILL BEAT ANY QUOTE

RE

WINDOWS & HOME

Exceptional window
& eaves cleaning
interior - exterior - commercial

(647) 393 7397
info@rexwindows.ca
Contact for a free quote

branchmanagertreecare@gmail.com

TO ADVERTISE, PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT 1-519-278-1700 OR VICKI@LPCMEDIA.CA
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371 Young Street, Alliston 703-439-1409
II@J] FOOD MARKET

LOWEST PRICE OF THE YEAR*

*Lowest price of the year is based on the current calendar year.

el

v

INCREDIBLE
PRICE

TRY WITH
Tartar
Sauce

375 mL

VA e

Breaded addﬁck

7-10 PIECES 907g
Also available, s
Battered Haddock 6-0 PIECES 680§ $17.99 @m@@@

W -
Bistro Chicken 114w ;
Choose from: Choose from:
+ Ricotta & Spinach « Swiss + Broccoli and Cheese « Kiev « Parmesan » Swiss

~— ;' 3 i
A ot o :___ S o N
- v | R TRY WITH
19each Z e o - % Elfsotie

7/8 epherd‘s Pie

e 9076

3 50°’°0FF |
Mayo
L7 Y el Spread GET1 EVERYDAY 999
Breaded o e o T LOW PRICE
Chicken Breasts S 2 _ 5 . -
8 PIECES 907 FLTT I TR i SR Also available, gl "
Choose from 3 varieties. ispy < v e, < Garlic Aioli : ’4‘7‘%
Also available, - = e T =" Spread 300 mL S p:

Chicken Breast Grills 8PIECES s00g 6. i $5.99 SALE
$19.99 save §5 S b R .

Chicken
Nuggets
33-40 PIECES 907¢

*MULTI BUY x
Buy 2for °8 sl

~ Blossoms
2PORTIONS 230 ¢
3Varie.tjes

*MULTI BUY x
Buy 2 for *10
z#*F!g‘nfn.tine s #%E

5398

French Onion

Custard TaFteeee ) Blueberry Bliss;
6 PIECES 450 ¢ 2 Varieties DAIRY Y Cheezecake snn?'b

LOWEST PRICE
GETONE = orryevens
CAKEPOP & @y 2%

WHILE YOU SHOP!

3 S
| 225 - 250 g2 Varieties 2558- ﬁﬁ%nstms
Regular price: $5.99 each Regular price: $6.99 each

§ INCREDIBLE
PRICE

L
No purchase necessary. Cake Pops’ \ 6
One cake pop per person, per day. 6 PIECES 216 each

While Quantities Last. Valid March 12-15, 2026. 2 Varieties

Mini Pepperoni Pizzas  Flatbreads ssos-s:5¢ Gluten-Free m

z-zarﬁllﬂ'ﬁ'is \ Pepperoni Pizza Rolls Beef Meatballs
16 PIZZAS 17k & Varieties Margherita Pizza .0,

15-21PIECES 4548 8 PIECES 460¢ 89-95 PIECES 907¢

IS AL AUl PROUDLY SERVING CANADIANS SINCE 1980 Wl

or go to mmfoodmarket.com

ALL PRICES IN EFFECT THURSDAY, MARCH 12 TO WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2026 UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED.

All discounted prices of products are exclusive to members of the M&M Food Market Rewards program. Simply present your membership card, or sign up for a free membership in store or online, to take advantage of these exclusive offers. M&M Food Market
Express and other non-traditional stores offer a limited range of products; therefore special pricing and promotions are not valid there. We reserve the right to correct any errors. ©2026 M&M Meat Shops Ltd. *Trademark of Celiac Canada. Used under license.
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